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“Staying Connected”

The theme of “Staying Connected” has emerged as important for me. As I ponder
its implication there are numerous facets that emerge. Staying connected in a time
of social distancing, closing of church buildings, limitation of family gatherings,
school closures, and limitation of assemblies has cramped our style and robbed us
of our normal methods of being together. We have lost, at least severely limited, our
typical ways of being connected. For many, this is challenging, for other
inconvenient, but for others it is tragic. We are community people; we were created
to live in community. We are bound to be connected.
With a nod to Bob Dylan “the times they are a-changing.”[i] We are required to
connect in new ways. Clearly electronic communications have emerged as critical
tools. Cell phones are essential, computers are a necessity, and internet is a
requirement. I am saddened by those who do not have these tools available for they
are robbed of an opportunity to be connected. I am frustrated by the lack of these
tools for many who cannot afford them, do not have accesses to them, and in some
cases refuse to use them. Most of us in our culture have adapted to many new tools
that we now consider essential, i.e., automobiles, electricity, plumbing, refrigeration,
indoor heating/AC, microwaves, and television. All of these benefit our health and
well-being, enable us to be functioning members of society, and make it possible for
us to live in the larger community.  It is now time to adapt new tools that will enable
us to survive as community during this pandemic and beyond. Staying connected
requires the use of new tools.
Staying connected has even deeper roots, especially for those who are in the
Christian tradition. The biblical story, especially the message of Jesus, calls us to be
connected to those who are least, last, lost, lonely, disenfranchised, rejected,
hurting, poor, hungry, and troubled. The biblical story, and Jesus, does not give us
an “out” because of social distancing, limitation of assembly, face mask, or isolation.
The call of the hurting in the world is louder than ever, and we are called to connect,
to respond, and to answer the call.
If you know how to use the new tools, Facebook, computers, cell phones, internet,
Facetime, Zoom, and myriad others, use them aggressively to fulfill the purposes of
God to transform the world, to share the Good News, and to respond to the
outcast. Use these tools for the Glory of God. Our “new evangelism” requires us to
stay connected through the means available to us. Right now, those means are
found in the electronic world. Your call as an evangelist is to use the tools well,
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teach others how to use them, equip them where they do not have the resources,
and coach them to learn a new way. If you do not know how to use these tools—
LEARN! It is essential for staying connected.

     --Dr. Grove

[i] Folk Song written by Bob Dylan, released, January 13, 1964.

____________________________________________________

"PARKING LOT SERVICE OF WORSHIP"
(and Children's Program)

Mt. Wesley United Methodist Church, 4622 Scrabble Road, Shepherdstown, WV
25443, will hold a "Parking Lot Service of Worship" and Children's Program,
tomorrow, June 28, 2020 at 9:30 AM. Stay in your car or bring a lawn chair (social
distance please!). There will also be a Food Drive to benefit the pantry at Jefferson
County Community Ministries.

On Sunday, July 5,2020, at 9:30 AM, Greensburg United Methodist Church, 2203
Greensburg Road, Martinsburg, WV 25404 will hold an outdoor Service of Worship
in the pavilion. Worshippers can stay in their car or bring a lawn chair (keeping
social distance!). A Food Drive will be held on that date to benefit C-Cap/Loaves &
Fishes in Martinsburg, WV.

Our Online Service of Worship
can be found on Sunday,

June 28th at:

www.greensburg-umc.org
www.mtwesley-umc.org

It would be our joy to have you
join us.

Rev. Dr. G. Edward Grove
Pastor

edhfhep@gmail.com
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