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_______________________________________________

Comments on "Paul's letter to the Galatians"

Our study of "Paul's Letter to the Churches in Galatia" has led us on an exploration of
Paul's leadership style, personality and theology. We must acknowledge that letter writing
is a poor substitute for being present with the community to whom a letter is addressed.
Paul knew that. He wished he could be present with them, but found it necessary to write
a letter instead. Consequently the letter, written in Paul's own hand, is filled with passion,
instruction, confrontation, and love. It is clear he loved these congregations in Galatia that
he had founded on a previous missionary journey. They were dear to him. Because of his
compassion and care he writes with frustration, anger and confrontation as he learns of
their abandonment of what he had taught and shared with them earlier. Much of his letter
is  a challenge to Jewish-Christian "missionaries"  who came after him teaching a false
doctrine that gentile converts to the faith must be circumcised, follow dietary laws, and
observe  sabbath  and  holy  days  as  defined  by  the  Torah.  Paul  is  aggressively
confrontational against those who teach and those who follow such false doctrine. As Paul
taught while with them, it is faith in the cross and resurrection alone that is required for
righteous living. Obedience to the Law is no longer necessary. In fact, following the Law is
a rejection of the work of the Spirit.
Throughout  the  Letter  to  the  Galatians,  we  see  different  sides  of  Paul.  He  is  often
combative,  even  crude;  but  on  other  occasions  pastoral  and  caring.  In  the  end,  we
discover a man who is passionate about his belief that it is only in the cross of Jesus that
salvation and righteous living can be found.
Dr. Grove

________________________________________
Comments & Reflections from Participants

Cliff writes: 1. What will be the most significant learning, or take away, from your study
of Paul's Letter to the Galatian Churches?
Perhaps the most obvious take away from this epistle is that establishing a church is
hard. Perhaps an over-simplification of the task, doing so involves getting people to
radically change their lives, giving up one way of life and adopting another. It could be that
much harder if the end state is following Jesus.
Paul described one type of person or group of people as being guided by the flesh. He
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had to convince them that that lifestyle was bad, sinful and that following Jesus was
good. He could point to the harm they were doing to themselves and the accrual of the
fruits of the Spirit in following Jesus. They probably treasured the pleasure they received.
Convincing the Jews to change may have been harder. They were already convinced that
what they were doing was righteous. His task with them was to convince them either that
what they viewed as righteous wasn’t righteous at all or that it wasn’t necessary. That
must have been a monumental change for them, both on the individual level and the
cultural level. Even today, we don’t tell other Christians that they’re relationship with God is
wrong.

The importance of presence and consistency of Paul’s message can’t be over-stated. He
took the Gospel message to Galatia and eventually left. In his absence there were those
who opposed him and those who did not fully understand his message. His acceptance as
an apostle was not universal, therefore his credibility to teach the Gospel was
challenged. Many who accepted his teaching seemed to believe that reaching that point of
belief required that all who aspired to it had to walk the same path, the path of the
Law. His absence enabled that dissention to grow, thus necessitating his letter.
We are only human, imperfect, and change is hard to implement. It is understandable that
the Jews would fall back on what they’d always known and believed, that they would
integrate this new Gospel information into what they already knew. Paul’s frustration and
anger are human reactions to the distortion of his teachings into which he had put so
much effort and to which he was thoroughly convinced was God’s intention for us.

2. In what ways has the study influenced your faith?
The struggle Paul had with the church of Galatia is not one he would have with me. My
journey to faith was different from theirs. My original learning included following Jesus as
the Son of Man. But knowing more of Paul’s journey illuminates the need for
perseverance, particularly where one might encounter those who distort Jesus’ teachings.
Frequently, individual verses are presented as teaching points, and, frequently, there is a
lesson to be learned in them. However, passages contain a lesson or message that may
be different or focus on a broader perspective than individual verses. Yet again, studying
an entire book or epistle yields an even deeper understanding of the writer’s intention and
message. Beyond that, we find that that background information can be had when we
search other scripture relevant to the verse, passage or book being studied. For example,
Genesis and Acts are important in understanding what Paul was communicating to the
church of Galatia.                                                            

Lorelei writes: The most significant learning or take away from the study of Paul’s letter
to the Galatians (Question 1) is best summed up by the title of Chapter 6 in the Message
Bible, “Nothing But The Cross.” Realizing this, has caused me to examine my personal
faith in these troubling times (Question 2). I hope to channel a little of Paul’s sassiness
and strive to carry out verses 17 and 18 in Chapter 6. “Quite frankly, I don’t want to be
bothered anymore by these disputes. I have far more important things to do, the serious
living of this faith.” Galatians 6:17,18 The Message
I feel I am being called out and challenged to do just that, seriously live out my faith, even
or maybe especially, in the midst of a Pandemic, social unrest and upheaval, and these
uncertain days.

“May what our Master Jesus Christ gives freely be deeply and personally yours my
friends. Oh, yes!” Galatians 6:18 The Message.

I have enjoyed this study with all of you.                                                        

Linda writes: Finally, in this chapter, I see Paul as a pastor instructing the church
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members how to restore fellow Christians who have gone astray and how to bring them
lovingly back from sin. He tells them to be gentle and show caution when they are
restoring them to the church. He also admonishes them "to fulfill the law of Christ" by
carrying each other's burdens. He reminds them to take responsibility for themselves and
keep themselves obedient to spiritual commandments through Jesus Christ. They are to
remain humble. This is the side of Paul that I like. He shows compassion for his fellow
man.

   The most significant learning that I have received from Galatians is that I cannot work
my way by good deeds to receive salvation. No matter how hard I try I cannot accomplish
it. I must put my faith in Jesus Christ. His death on the cross and His resurrection assures
me that if I only believe I will obtain my salvation. It is through grace from Jesus Christ I
am redeemed.

    I think I have probably already answered this question. This has strengthened my faith
by the fact that Jesus Christ used a sinner such as Paul to spread the gospel to the
Galatians. If He can use Paul, He can certainly use me with all my sins to accomplish
good in this world. Particularly, during these troubling times, I can help in any way that I
can to restore peace and love and somehow help to resolve the hatred that I see all
around me. I am to seek justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with my God. Amen.

Jo writes: My significant learning/take away is how the church has evolved. In my life I
haven’t experienced a fire and brimstone religious leader. Paul’s outbursts resemble that
kind of preaching. Even though he wasn’t preaching legalism, his attacks on the
Galatians, to me, carry that kind of tone. If I try to place myself in the Galatians’ sandals, I
don’t know if I would have been convinced or I guess, reconvinced. Where was this grace
of God evidenced in Paul’s writing? It peeked out occasionally, but even in the last verses,
it’s kind of tongue in cheek....I almost see Paul throwing up his hands, in a ‘well I’ve done
all I can do to get you back on track’ proclamation.
I see our church today, and of course we have an advantage of hindsight, more forgiving,
more supportive rather than pointing out failings or fallings. I don’t envision any religious
leaders I have known resorting to Paul’s admonishments.
How has the study influenced my faith? Fortunately, I don’t rely on Paul to lead my faith
journey. I have always believed that it is only through Jesus that I am redeemed and am
promised eternal life. The study made it clear to me that when I meet someone new to
their faith or someone who hasn’t experienced the grace of God that I need to nurture
them along....it’s not a one and done kinda thing.                                        

It has been a joy to share with you the
work of the Apostle Paul as he writes to
the Galatian Churches. A special thank
you to those who have provided their

own commentary, questions and
reflections. They have made our study
richer. I invite you all to participate in a
Zoom session, Wednesday, June 17,
2020 at 7:00 pm. This will be our final
wrap-up, opportunity to dialogue, and

meet one another. Register to be
included by emailing me
edhfhep@gmail.com.

Peace+
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Dr. G. Edward Grove
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