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A Brief Overview of Chapter Six
Dr. G. Edward Grove

Paul concludes his letter to the Churches in Galatia in chapter six. Here he covers
two broad themes.  The  first  reflects  his  pastor-teacher  role by  encouraging  the
community to restore fallen sinner with accountability, grace and love. He reminds
them that even though they have been brought into the grace of God through Jesus
Christ,  they are  still  bound  to  be agents  of  good works.  Taking a  swing  at  the
Missionaries, he notes that the Law cannot do so. His second major theme in the
sixth chapter is his once again refuting the legalist who teach that by following the
Law they can find righteousness with God, and re-emphasizing his teaching that
salvation,  new life,  is  found  only  in  the  cross  of  Jesus.  He  concludes  with  an
assurance that circumcision is not a valid sign of the living in Christ, and he touches
on his own sufferings for the sake of the Gospel. More later!

Comments, Reflections & Thoughts from Participants
on Chapter 5

Cliff writes: 1. Paul is emphatic that one cannot be a follower of the Law and be a
follower of Christ. The Missionaries believed both were possible. How do you
assess this conflict?
In Paul’s argument, verse 2 must have been written to Gentile adult males. Jews
would have been circumcised at eight days old, therefore, unable to object to or
resist the procedure. His reasoning is interesting. If one is circumcised, one must
accept all of the Law. In for a penny, in for a pound. How did the culture influence
tenets of the Law? I believe circumcision was part of the culture before God told
Abraham, “Every male among you shall be circumcised. You shall circumcise the
flesh of your foreskins.” (Genesis 17:10b-11a). Abraham didn’t ask God what
circumcision was. He must have known what it was already. It was part of the
culture before it was part of the Law.
I think a major portion of Paul’s concern was the motivation behind the performance
of acts, rather than the acts themselves. He uses circumcision to represent all of the
Law, which I see as an oversimplification of the Law, and concludes that the only
reason for following the Law is to win God’s favor. Were there no other reasons for
following provisions of the Law? Was adhering to elements of the Law so
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unpleasant that Jews would not have chosen to do them except for of the
Law? Was food selected and prepared in accordance with the Law so unappetizing
that no one would eat it unless required to do so by the Law? Were relationships
between family members under the Law so abnormal that no other families related
similarly? If any of that could be true, Paul’s rationale was faulty.
Paul’s second motivator was following Jesus. Certainly, there were elements of
divergence. For example, Jesus was not a fan of stoning, a provision of the
Law. But he didn’t acknowledge the overlap in the Law and in Jesus’
teaching. Deuteronomy 6:5 says, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might.” According to Matthew (22:37),
Jesus said, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind.” I won’t quibble over the difference between “might”
and “mind.” Paul continues saying that you should love your neighbor as
yourself. That same command is in Leviticus 19:18. Certainly Paul knew that. 

Paul recognized a third motivator: desires of the flesh. But he addresses them in a
dualistic manner: good/bad, black/white, on/off. It’s as if fornication doesn’t include
procreation. When does a disagreement become dissension? When does
admiration become envy? His position would have us deny our humanity. Perhaps
in his original teaching to the churches of Galatia, he addressed how to get from
desires of the flesh to living in the Spirit, but in this letter, he doesn’t.

It seems the magnitude of the differences between Paul and the church are such
that resolving them by letter will be extremely difficult. The labels, the Law and
following Christ, are too all-encompassing for this approach in Paul’s argument to
be valid.  Using circumcision to represent all of the Law weakens his total
argument. The tone of his language suggests they may be talking past one another,
rather than to each other. I doubt that they listening to one another. 

1. Paul's patience with the Missionaries seems to be exhausted. His language is
difficult and crude. How do you see Paul as one who can mediate conflict? What
can we learn from this?
Paul is demonstrating that following Jesus and actually living one’s life as Jesus
taught can be difficult. Parts of this letter indicate his frustration and impatience, yet
he continues in the letter citing peace and patience being among the fruits of the
Spirit. There are times he is not living those fruits. 

I’m not sure what Paul received as input that caused him to write this
letter. However, he addresses a number of different issues and presents several
arguments. He might have been more successful had he been able to have a face-
to-face discussion with the people of the church. He could have assessed reactions
to each of his points. His frustration could very well have built up as he was writing
feeling as if his points were not being received. Seeing the reactions when he was
difficult or crude would have given him an opportunity to smooth ruffled feathers.
Mediation requires a certain amount of detachment from the positions on either side
of the argument. Perhaps Paul couldn’t achieve that detachment and could have
used some help in that area.                                                       Cliff (email)

Linda writes: I would first like to speak of Marybeth's comments concerning Hagar
and Ishmael in Chapter 4. I also agree that the treatment of Hagar and Ishmael by
Sarah was not an act of a "mother of the nations". I did go back to Genesis chapter
21: 9-21 to refresh my memory of the instance. However, Abraham was not
following Sara's demand of sending them away. He was troubled by what she was
asking him to do so God spoke to Abraham and told him to send them away with
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the assurance that He, the Lord, would protect them and with the promise that
Ishmael will also grow to be a leader of a great nation.

I after reading Chapter 5, am in sympathy with Paul. He has been given a great
commission to take the gospel to the Gentiles and feels that the time is short. These
missionaries have come and contradicted him in his teachings and now he is again
having to defend his authority and the gospel to the Galatians. This is hindering the
spreading of the gospel and is forcing him to return by letter to the Galatians to
reinforce his teachings.

In looking at this chapter, I have used our study of the book of Galatians in Disciple
Fast Track Bible Study we used about three years ago. It states that most people
play with the law, and then only parts of it, obeying it when it pleases them. When
someone comes along to takes the law seriously or misunderstands the function of
the law, it leads to imprisonment of the soul. For example, Martin Luther, trying to
please God, became a monk, then a Roman Catholic priest, then a scholar and
ascetic, --fasting, studying the Bible, confessing daily, whipping himself to
exhaustion, etc. Were not these acts works of righteousness? Would they not bring
saving grace? No, they made him a prisoner. When his salvation came, He knew he
was saved by the grace of God alone. All the weight of the law fell off his
shoulders. John Wesley walked a similar path. Child of a preacher, thrifty, sexually
pure, respectful of mother and father. He visited prisons, fasted, prayed, and
studied Scripture and became a missionary to Georgia. But at Aldersgate he felt the
burden of the law slip away. . He felt his heart strangely warmed He did trust Christ
alone for salvation.

The new life is the life of love, for "all the law has been fulfilled in a single statement
'Love your neighbor as yourself'" (5:14) The new creation lives above the law. "The
actions that are produced by selfish motive are obvious and include sexual
immortality, moral corruption, doing whatever feels good, idolatry, drug use, casting
spells, hate, fighting, obsession, losing your temper, opposition, conflict,
selfishness, group rivalry, jealous, drunkenness, partying, and other things like that"
( 5: 19-21).
Paul is critical of the missionaries for trying to have new believers be circumcised to
fulfill part of the law and as a physical mark of them being true believers. He is so
angry that he says these missionaries that are teaching this false doctrine should
circumcise themselves to the point of castration. It is either/or. It can not be both.

When true believers are living in the Spirit, in Christ, they want to please God, not
as burden, but because they love God. "The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no
law against things like this." (5: 22-23)

1. How do I assess the conflict between Paul and the missionaries? I know that the
Spirit lives in me and I only wish that it lived in others as well. Love your neighbor as
yourself.
2. How do I see Paul as one who can mediate conflict? Not so well. If he were
around today, we might be looking at World War lol.                   Linda (email)

Lorelei writes; This chapter made my head spin. Imagine if Paul, as a leader, were
to write some of these words today. CNN, Fox, and the Journal Junction would have
a field day.
I think as Rob mentioned and Rev. Grove pointed out, we once again see the
impatience of Paul coming to play. As Rob noted from Chapter 4, Paul believed his
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mission was urgent. In Chapter 5 we find him making yet another appeal that the
Galatians let go of walking with the law and walk with Jesus. He felt so strongly
(Question 1) that the law did not offer a full life in God, that he was willing to risk the
good favor of the Galatians. He wanted to make sure that they “got”it.
I think Paul was feeling that he was being attacked, as well as his message.
(Question 2) Sometimes when we have a message we overwhelmingly feel we
must share we may find ourselves in the place of Paul, hopefully not wishing the
knife to slip, and we can lose our ability to be an effective mediator. I feel he did
regroup though (verses 22-26) teaching how Christians should live while not under
the law, allowing the Holy Spirit to lead. As I was discussing this chapter and the
words of Paul with Kenny(like I said my head was spinning) he said he often
wondered if Paul didn’t struggle with his former self at times, hmmm...

Lorelei (email)

Comments, Analysis, & Thoughts on Chapter 6
Dr. G. Edward Grove

Chapter six, the last chapter in Paul’s Letter to the Churches at Galatia, is more
pastoral than what we have often encountered in previous chapters. However, he is
not going to complete his letter without one more crack at the Missionaries and their
inappropriate teaching. In the previous five chapters, Paul has spent whole chapters
hammering at the false doctrines of the Judaizers and imploring the Galatians to
return to the message of the gospel. However, at the outset of this chapter, it's a bit
refreshing,  to  see  Paul  tackle  some  practical  matters  within  the  church
community. Specifically,  Paul, the pastor-teacher, provided instructions for church
members to actively restore fellow Christians who became tangled up in sin. It is
important to note that in these opening verses of chapter 6, Paul is not speaking
about  the  Missionaries  or  teachers  of  false  doctrine.  He  is  outlining  how  the
community can appropriately and lovingly respond to any disciple who goes astray,
commits  sin,  or  loses  their  way.  He  emphasized  the  need  for  gentleness  and
caution in such restoration. Having rejected the Old Testament law as a means of
salvation, he did encourage the Galatians to "fulfill the law of Christ" by carrying one
another's burdens. On the other hand, he also reminds them to take responsibility
for  yourself,  and  keep  yourself  on  a  path  that  is  obedient  to  the  spiritual
commandments revealed through Jesus Christ. This is Paul’s way of saying, “stay
humble.” We are all inclined to lapses into sinfulness.

Building on his teaching in the verses 1-5, verses 6-10 are a great reminder that
depending on faith in Christ for salvation doesn't mean we should avoid doing good
things or obeying God's commandments. Instead, a life lived in the power of the
Spirit will produce an abundance of good works. This is a theme that Paul will use
throughout his ministry. See 1 Corinthians 15:58 and 2 Corinthians 4:1. He goes on
to  remind  the  Galatian  disciples  that  the  teaching  of  the  Missionaries  is  false
doctrine. Actions that are grounded in the flesh will produce the "works of the flesh"
previously  described in  chapter  5.  This  is  Paul’s  consistent  themes,  life  lived in
obedience to the Law is death, while life lived in the Spirit is life abundant.

Verses 11-18 provides an excellent summary of the entire book, as Paul once again
refutes the legalistic idea that we can work our way into a relationship with God. In
truth, all that matters is the cross. However, there are two areas that require special
attention. The first is verse 11 where Paul says: “Look, at what large letters I use as
I write to you in my own handwriting.” We know from various mentions throughout
the New Testament that Paul had a problem with his eyes -- he may even have
been close to blind. Because of this infirmity, Paul used a scribe to record his letters
as he dictated them.  To conclude this  letter,  however,  Paul  took on the task of
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writing himself. It is thought by many biblical scholars that the large letters were
proof that Paul wrote the letter since the Galatians knew of his problematic eyes.
The second is verse 17: “From now on, let no one cause me trouble, because I bear
on my body scars for the cause of Jesus.” The New Testament Letters of Paul gives
ample  evidence  that  Paul  was  harassed  by  several  groups  in  his  attempts  to
proclaim the message of the gospel -- notably the Jewish leaders, the Romans, and
the Judaizers. Much of Paul's persecution had been physical, including beatings,
imprisonment, and even stoning. Paul considered these "battle scars" to be superior
evidence of his dedication to God than the mark of circumcision. See 2 Corinthians
11:23-27 for a full description of Paul’s trials.

Martin  Luther’s  Commentary on verse 18 is  a good way to  end our  discussion:
“Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.” This is the
Apostle's farewell. He ends his Epistle as he began it by wishing the Galatians the
grace of God. We can hear him say: "I have presented Christ to you, I have pleaded
with you, I have reproved you, I have overlooked nothing that I thought might be of
benefit to you. All I can do now is to pray that our Lord Jesus Christ would bless my
Epistle and grant you the guidance of the Holy Ghost."[i]

[i] "Martin Luther's Commentary on Galatians". https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/mlg/galatians-6.html.
Zondervan. Grand Rapids, MI. 1939.

Closing Session

Next week will be our closing session on Paul's Letter to the Churches in Galatia.
Rather than questions on Chapter 6, I would like to pose two questions on the
whole letter:

What will be the most significant learning, or take away, from your study of
Paul's Letter to the Galatian Churches?

1. 

In what ways has the study influenced your faith?2. 

I will tabulate your responses and send them out next Monday, June 15th. While
there will be no video next week, I will hold a Zoom Conference on Wednesday,
June 17 at 7:00 pm. Email me at edhfhep@gmail.com if you want to participate in
the Zoom Conference.

Peace+
Dr. G. Edward Grove

I
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