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An Introduction to Chapter 5

Dr. Richard Hays’ comments on Chapter 5 in the Interpreter’s Bible is
excellent.  I  quote him here: “In chapter 5,,  Paul at last  addresses the
issue  of  circumcision  explicitly,  warning  the  Galatians  of  the  dire
consequences of following the Missionaries’ teaching (5:2-12) He then
offers  them  an  alternative  vision  for  a  community  that  lives  in  love
(5:13-15) under the guidance of the Spirit. Implied, but not stated, is a
comparison  between  Spirit  and  Law,  which  the  Missionaries  have
presented  as  a  necessary  antidote  to  the  flesh.  Paul,  by  contrast,
commends the Spirit as the one power able to counteract the desires of
the flesh (15-26).”  [Dr.  Richard  Hays,  The  Interpreter’s  Bible,  Vol.  XI,  (Abingdon
Press, Nashville, TN), ©2000, p311]

Reiterating Dr.  Hays,  we can divide our work on the fifth chapter into
three broad sections: “Freedom in Christ” (verses 2-12). Note that 5:1 is
not  included since it  is  generally assigned to the concluding theme of
chapter 4. Paul continues with a theme we can call  “Life in the Spirit”
(verses  13-15)  and  concludes  with  a  theme  we  can  call  “Spirit
Overcomes Flesh” (verses 16-21).

First, let's hear from some of our participants on Chapter 4

Q1  I think Paul was bringing his argument to a personal level, calling on
the Galatians to remember their emotional/personal feelings towards him.
Then, once he has reconnected with them on that level, he uses
Abraham’s story as an analogy...moving back to the analytical side of the
brain. It is the leader who can evoke strong, positive emotions in us that
we support/follow. It is when we connect on an emotional level that we
are most persuaded. “Nobody cares how much you know, until they know
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how much you care.” Teddy Roosevelt
Q2. The section that resonated with me was the
third...Hagar/Sarah. Hagar representing legalism, Sarah representing
Grace. Legalism is all about conduct or performance. We are surrounded
by a culture of performance...we continually strive to do better for
rewards at work, at home, when we recreate.  At work our better
performance leads to promotions, pay increases, recognition; at home
we reward children who clean their rooms, do their chores, get good
grades; we thank spouses for taking on an extra task (sometimes I even
cook dinner ). Even in recreation we strive to do better for recognition or
first place trophies. When we fall short in our performance, we don’t get
pay raises, promotions, an extra hour on the PlayStation, a special meal,
or a trophy. It is hard to imagine that we aren’t going to be rewarded or
punished for our actions, but yet the ultimate reward doesn’t depend on
our performance. It depends on our faith and belief. We are the
descendants of Sarah.
Was it Cliff who related Paul and the Galatians to Jesus and the
disciples? I found the comparison intriguing in that Jesus having
experienced this and knowing the Galatians would face the challenge of
remaining faithful in this belief amidst a culture of legalism, God chose
not to stop Paul from leaving them. Or maybe Paul wasn’t
listening? Jo (email)

 Ed, I'm enjoying the opportunity to contemplate Paul's work. I'll share a
few thoughts.

Placing the Epistle to the Galatians in the context of its times suggests
compassion may be due all parties involved. First for the Galatian
Christians, as it should be remembered that they had no New Testament
to study, neither the Gospels nor the various epistles and other books.
The populace they were drawn from was simple, uneducated, and deeply
rooted in traditions that required an acceptance of that which the religious
hierarchy taught with no theological consideration needed from the
hearer. If a teacher arrived from Jerusalem, approved by the Mother
Church, who were they to argue?

Secondly, the excoriated teachers living under the Law might be more
kindly remembered. All accounts of the early church tell us that those
traveling to spread the news of Christ were walking a very difficult road,
full of sacrifices. They, too, had no canon of scripture, council-approved
creed, nor Papal bull to guide their thought; they taught in accord with
their understanding and as the spirit moved them. The issue that raised
Paul’s wrath was a division not yet settled. Though not aligned with the
Pauline doctrines that would eventually capture the core of Christianity,
the emissaries came intending to build churches, not wreck them. 

Hans Leitzmann, historian of the early Church, writes that Paul, “never
wrote a single word about those who gave them [the emissaries]
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authority; nothing about James in Jerusalem; nothing about Paul in
Corinth and Rome. He ignored them. But looking more closely, we
perceive behind the ‘servants of Satan,’ the ‘false apostles,’ and the
‘spurious brethren,’ the shadows of great figures in Jerusalem.”

But we can well sympathize with Paul’s impatience. He had been
entrusted by the fathers of the church and, more especially, by Christ to
take the new Message of salvation beyond the confines of eastern
Palestine to the great body of humankind. It was a very large world, and
time was very short - he labored under the then common belief that
Jesus’ early return was imminent. The words of Jesus seemed plain:
“Truly I say to you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel,
before the Son of Man comes.” (Matt. 10:23)

Paul believed his mission was urgent. Whether he was racing the End of
Days or his own mortality, it was not a moment for delays and covering
ground already crossed. The church had to grow, and its foundation had
to be firmly settled on a universal message of Christ’s delivering power,
unhindered by past practices and divisions. Yes, the language of the
Epistle to the Galatians is often short-tempered, but the motive is
concerned love, for Paul assures: “You are my children…”, for whom he
wishes “love, joy, peace, patient endurance, kindness, generosity, faith,
mildness, and chastity. Rob (email) 

1.  In Verses 8-20, what is your analysis of Paul’s moving from criticism
to intimacy toward the Galatian community?
I think of the saying that you can catch more flies with honey than with
vinegar. Perhaps Paul realized that criticism causes people to erect walls
to protect themselves. Reminding them of the time when their
relationship was close, and intimate was the path around those walls and
to resurrecting the type of communication that had previously existed.
When I look at this section from the perspective of relationship, verses
8-10 appear to be about their relationship with God. Verses 11-20 are
about Paul’s relationship with the Galatians.
2.  On a larger scale, what emerged as most important for you in the
fourth chapter? Why?
The importance of relationship and how relationships are viewed. First is
that between Paul and the church of Galatia. It was once good but
deteriorated. Paul is working to restore it.  Then there was the
relationship between those who believed Jesus was the Son of God
(Paul and the Galatians in this letter) and everyone one else or non-
believers. I see Paul as one who draws the lines that separate us from
them, those of faith in Jesus Christ and all others. And according to him,
only those who have faith in Jesus are children of God. Drive out the
slave and her child. We are the children of the free woman. 
Perhaps his writing is both a reflection of the evolution of Christian
thought and the particular purpose of this letter to the Galatians.  He
doesn’t speak of God’s love and inclusivity, messages I get from the
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gospels. And yet, there was something in the way they lived, which I read
as existing before he announced the gospel to them, that allowed them to
welcome him, the goodwill of which he wrote in verses 13-15. Was it only
Jews that welcomed him? Or did that welcome include Gentiles? That
“goodwill” may very well have been at least an aspect of the “the way, the
truth, and the life” that Jesus proclaimed that he
was.                                                                       Cliff (email)

I find the themes of these first few chapters of this study interesting and
some of them most relevant to our current situation. As noted, most of us
agreed the cause of the back slide of the Galatians studied in Chapter 3
was largely due to the fact that they were young Christians and the lack
of the presence of their teacher, Paul. As Rev Grove pointed out in
Chapter 4 Paul himself owns this, thence the reason he backed off, at
least a bit, of his criticism and moved to intimacy. (Question 1) Which
brings me to what I felt emerged as most important. (Question 2) As I
journey through this Pandemic with the lack of physical presences-
pastor, teachers, mentors, church family- I must not let myself become
vulnerable and backslide. I must remember to move forward with faith
over fear. Drown out the noise. Tune into the gifts God has provided for a
time such as this, digital connection, online services and studies, email,
and texts.
Most important, as Paul reminded the Galatians, I need to remind myself
that God values and loves me so much that he does not see me as a
servant, but as an heir- a person inheriting and continuing the legacy of a
predecessor.                     Lorelei (email)                               
I cannot grasp what is running through Paul's mind when he is writing to
the churches in Galatia. His constant reprimanding of the new believers
is beginning to get old. If I were a new believer and I was constantly told
that I am stupid for having fallen back on the Law that I had probably
been taught all my life, I would question his teachings. What is it He said,
"Have I wasted my efforts on you?" He talks of them as underage
children and slaves under the Mosaic Laws but when Jesus came with
the New Covenant of redemption by faith and ushers in the new age for
all God's children where they are no longer bound by the rule of law but
know the blessings of being fully accepted as children of God, they are
made free from the Law. 

In verses 8-20, my opinion of Paul moving from criticism to intimacy is as
follows: He puts me in mind of a neurotic mother who screams at her
children at the top of her lungs and In the next moment draws them close
and says how much they mean to her. He should have used the loving
approach sooner.

In the argument of the "missionaries", they maintain that Sarah
represents the law by which all followers of the Abraham covenant are
subject. Those who want to be included in New Covenant by Jesus must
adhere first to the Abraham Covenant. Hagar is a slave and the offspring
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of "slave woman" must first adopt the Mosaic Covenant at Mt. Sinai. and
then they can be included in the New Covenant. So, they must be
circumcised, honor all the feast days, and eat kosher food, etc. Paul
takes a different approach. He sees Hagar has the one who carries on
the Sinai covenant and therefore her descendants are the Keepers of the
Law. Sarah's child is the one of "promise" and continues the line of
Abraham. Therefore, she represents the New Covenant and the gift of
freedom from the law for both Jews and Gentiles. Is anyone else getting
a headache about now?

On a larger scale, what emerges for me in this chapter is this. In Jesus
Christ with His death and resurrection, we are redeemed and are
"children of the Most High God". All of us, Jew and Gentile, male and
female, red and yellow, black and white, we are all the same to Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen. All we need is to receive Jesus Christ our Lord
and we are saved by Grace.                                            Linda (email)

Question 1: In verses 8-20, what is your analysis of Paul’s moving from
criticism to intimacy toward the Galatian community?
For those of you who have raised children, (before cellphones) had you
ever been in a situation where certain rules weren’t followed? Perhaps
your child came home very late, way past curfew. You, the parent, sat up
waiting, worrying, getting angrier with each minute that passed. That
inner sick and dreaded feeling that something terrible had happened
becomes overwhelming and the anger for that kid putting you through
this becomes stronger. “That kid is gonna get it when he/she gets home.”
Then…….you see the car headlights and hear the door close. Your child
walks in the front door and you “POUNCE!” Angry that they’re late, angry
that they didn’t call, angry that you just went through hours of anxious
waiting. Then……the hugs, the tears, the words of expressed worry
because you love this child so much. “Don’t EVER be late again without
calling! DO YOU UNDERSTAND ME? I love you! Now go to bed. We’ll
talk about this tomorrow.”
Paul thought that he had “raised these new believers” in such a way that
the message of Christ would keep them from going astray. Welcome to
parenthood, Paul! We tell our children, students, friends and others who
disappoint us, that we are angry, saddened or hurt by their
“behavior.” We still love them, the person, just not their wayward actions.
Question 2: On a larger scale, what emerged as most important for you
in the fourth chapter?
I’m not sure that this is the most important take away from the fourth
chapter, but it is something that caught my attention when I read it the
first time. It has to do with Hagar and Ishmael and nothing to do, really,
with Paul.
Hagar, a concubine, is called upon to provide a “service” for Abraham
upon the request of his wife, Sarah. She obeys. I was going to say
“consents” but I’m not sure that she would have had a choice back then,
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based on her role. Anyway, this service is to get pregnant and carry a
child (hopefully a male child) so that Abraham will have an heir. She goes
through 9 months of pregnancy, labor, gives birth and then begins to rear
a son.  Years later, Sarah is blessed by God and she becomes pregnant,
goes through labor and childbirth, and rears a son. 
Hagar, having done as she was asked, not only is cast aside but she and
her young child are sent out into the wilderness to die. It’s as though she
was a dog that an owner decided they didn’t want anymore! Sorry, but I
do not see kindness, goodness, or compassion in this act. Abraham
could have stood up to Sarah and said “No.” Hagar could have raised her
son within the community of the Israelites knowing that Isaac would be
Abraham and Sarah’s true blood heir. For Sarah to overreact and order
Hagar’s banishment just because Ishmael was teasing his younger
brother seems cruel and not befitting of the “Mother of all
nations.”                                   Marybeth (email)

Some thoughts & Reflection on Chapter 5
by Dr. Grove

On Verses 2-4:       Paul beings this section with boldness. He does so on
two fronts. Following his assertion of his authority in chapters 2-3, he now
affirms his credibility again with “I, Paul, tell you…” He is now defining a
position this is difficult to fully grasp, that one cannot be a follower of the
Law and a follower of Christ. While we might assume, he was addressing
the Gentile Christians, however this would be painfully difficult for the
Jewish-Christians in Galatia, or elsewhere. Many scholars believe that
the Missionaries saw circumcision as a marker of those who would follow
some of the Law, i.e., dietary, sabbath and festival observance, and still
be accepted in Christian Faith. For them it was a compromise. It was a
limited following of the Law and an acceptance of the grace through the
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. However, Paul will have none of
it. One is either a Christian whose entrance into the Christian life is only
through the grace of Jesus Christ or not. If they are circumcised, they
have crossed a boundary where they must now obey the whole Law, not
some of it. For Paul, it is and “either/or” situation. In this instance, Paul’s
view is one cannot be a Christian and follow the Law. For him, one must
be made righteous through the Law or Faith in the death and resurrection
of Jesus Christ. This is a dramatic
position.

On verses 5-6:        For Paul, the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ,
ushered in the new kingdom, however, it will be fulfilled in the
future. Christ will come again in the near future, consequently this talk
about circumcision or non-circumcision is foolish. All that matters is faith
in Jesus Christ and love for one’s brothers and sisters.

On verses 7-12:      Again, Paul abruptly turns to criticizing the Galatians.
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He uses the metaphor of a race where someone jumped in front of the
runner and threw him off  balance. Paul is  clear that  when he left  the
Galatians Christians they were on the right track, and they were running
the  race  toward  the  high  calling  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus.  Now  he
challenges the church to answer the question of who. Who jumped in
front of you and caused you to lose your balance?  Who distracted you
from the good race that you were running? These are clearly rhetorical
question  designed  to  challenge  the  Missionaries  for  disrupting  the
Galatians Christians running in the right direction. Also, we see in this
section, Paul’s anger rising. His metaphor for yeast suggests that the few
Missionaries, who are the yeast, are causing disruption in the whole body
of Christ. The implication is the “yeast” should be removed so that the
whole body is not corrupted. Verses 11-12 are especially dramatic and
crude, yet it  is descriptive of Paul’s outrage and anger. In his fury, he
cries out about his own persecution. The anger is not just about false
teaching but teaching that is counter to what he had taught them. Again,
his  credibility,  leadership  and  authority  has  been  challenged.  Clearly
there is anger at the disruption of a community for which he has great
love.  Using the metaphor,  he has used previously,  it  is  like  a  mother
watching her children be abused. His fury reaches high drama in verse
12 where he wishes that the agitators “would go the whole way (in the act
of  circumcision)  and  emasculate  themselves!  Dr.  H.D.  Betz  in  the
“Galatians, A commentary on Paul’s Letter to the Churches in Galatia”,
notes  “Paul’s  vicious  joke  may  be  intended  to  link  the  Missionaries’
emphasis on circumcision with a variant of pagan ritual. Within Jewish
tradition,  however,  practices  of  sexual  mutilation  were  regarded  with
horror. As Paul well knew, the Law that the Missionaries championed lays
down a stern rule: ‘No one whose testicles are crushed or whose penis is
cut  off  shall  be  admitted  to  the  assembly  of  the  Lord  (Deuteronomy
23:1).’  If  Paul’s  gruesome  wish  is  granted,  then  the  circumcision
advocates  would  thereby  be  cut  off  from  their  own  people  (Fortress
Press, Philadelphia, © 1979, p270),  Realizing that this is a letter that
would  be  read  aloud  to  the  gathered  assembly  in  the  Churches  of
Galatia,  one could imagine that  this  would  elicit  a  few gasp from the
congregations, followed by laughter from Paul’s supporters and outrage
from his detractors.  I doubt that this helped Paul’s argument.

On verse 13-26:      The Missionaries would have taught that the Law
was a vehicle for maintaining personal purity and moral behavior. If, for
them as Paul teaches, the Law was only a temporary custodian, and if
the Law no longer functions to regulate human life, then we are adrift in a
sea of moral confusion. Paul’s counter argument is that Christians cannot
allow their  new freedom in Christ to be a license to do as they want.
Rather the law of love prevails. Here Paul defines the Spirit as guiding all
Christians in the way of love. He quotes Jesus: “Love your neighbor as
yourself (Matthew 22:39).” For Paul, this sums up moral requirement in
life guided by the Spirit of the Risen Christ.
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Some Questions to Ponder

Paul is emphatic that one cannot be a follower of the Law and be a follower
of Christ. The Missionaries believed both were possible. How do you
assesses this conflict?

1. 

Paul's patience with the Missionaries seems to be exhausted. His language
is difficult and crude. How do you see Paul as one who can mediate conflict?
What can we learn from this?

2. 

Thank you for participating in this virtual
Bible Study on Paul's Letter to the
Churches in Galatia. The comments on
each chapter have been insightful,
informative, and creative. I am grateful
for those who have shared their
thoughts, comments, and questions.
Join in by emailing your thoughts to:

Dr. G. Edward Grove
edhfhep@gmail.com
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